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Impact of the Condition of Funding

The condition of funding policy was announced in May 2011 and officially became a condition of 16-19
funding from September 2014.

Before the condition of funding was introduced ten years ago, 62.11% of 19-year-olds had achieved

the equivalent of a standard pass in both GCSE in English and maths. As of 22/23, this figure is now

77.00%. Regarding the qualifications by subject, 84.04% of 19-year-olds now hold a GCSE standard
pass in English, and 80.78% have this in maths:

Attainment by age 19 (% of cohort):

GCSE English GCSE Maths GCSE English & Maths

2013/14 71.36 67.68 62.11
2018/19* 77.53 73.92 68.55
2022/23 84.04 80.78 77

Source: DfE (2024), ‘Level 2 and 3 attainment age 16 to 25’/ *Last exam year before the pandemic.

While some of this has been driven by higher numbers of young people achieving passes at 16, the
increase also reflects more GCSE passes in 16-19 education. Since the introduction of the condition of
funding, there has been a 94% increase in those passing GCSE English and maths in post-16
education. Taking the year before the pandemic, this increase was even higher in comparison to the
baseline year (123%). The proportion of young people who achieve a GCSE standard pass in English or
maths in post-16 education has increased for both subjects.

Pass rates by age 19 for those missing standard passes in GCSE English and/or maths at 16:
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Source: DfE (2024), ‘Level 2 and 3 attainment age 16 to 25’/ *Last exam year before the pandemic.
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Of those missing standard passes in GCSE English and Maths at 16
Number that had % of total cohort % increase since 2013/14
achieved both by 19

2013/14 21,746 9%
2018/19* 48,453 22% 123%
2022/23 42,102 24% 94%

Of those missing a standard pass in GCSE | Of those missing a standard pass in GCSE
English at 16 Maths at 16

% of total cohort

Number that had

achieved by 19

% of total cohort

Number that had

achieved by 19

2013/14 14,936 8% 16,714 8%
2018/19* 44,769 27% 29,487 17%
2022/23 34,321 28% 31,670 23%

Source: DfE (2024), ‘Level 2 and 3 attainment age 16 to 25’/ *Last exam year before the pandemic.

We can also see tentative signs of the potential of post-16 education to narrow the attainment gaps
that have formed by the age of 16. As of 2022/23, more young people from disadvantaged or lower-
income backgrounds achieve a GCSE standard pass in English and maths in post-16 education, leading
to a slight narrowing of attainment gaps by age 19 compared to age 16. This is also true for those with
special educational needs (SEN).

Gap in attainment of a standard pass in GCSE English and maths between 19-year-olds from
disadvantaged backgrounds and their peers:
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Source: DfE (2024), ‘Level 2 and 3 attainment age 16 to 25’
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