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Get Further exists to support students from disadvantaged 
backgrounds in further education to secure gateway English 
and maths qualifications. 

We do this because one in three students leave school without 
a standard pass (grade 4 or above) in GCSE English and 
maths. This figure rises to over one in two for students from 
disadvantaged backgrounds.1 Without these qualifications, 
young people are locked out of many opportunities for further 
study, training and employment, and are more likely to drop out 
of education altogether.2

Through our GCSE Resit Tuition Programme, students receive 
small-group tuition from trained, subject-specialist tutors to 
complement their classroom study. This tailored support is vital 
for helping them gain the confidence and knowledge needed to 
pass their GCSEs, reach their potential and progress to higher- 
level courses and rewarding career paths.

This report examines the impact our GCSE Resit Tuition 
Programme had on our student cohorts in the academic years 
2021-22, 2022-23 and 2023-24. It compares the pass rates and 
progress of students who attended a term or more of tuition 
on the programme (12 or more sessions) to aggregate national 
pass rate data3 and national progress data.4 

1 DfE (2024), Key Stage 4 Performance.
2 Nuffield Foundation (2021), Moving on from initial GCSE ‘failure’: Post-16 transitions for 
‘lower attainers’ and why the English education system must do better.	
3 Joint Council for Qualifications (2021-24).
4 DfE, Revised A level and other 16 to 18 results in England (2019). NB: The DfE have not 
published progress data for post-16 GCSE English and maths resits since before the pandemic.



Breaking down barriers
Tutoring is known to be one of the most effective interventions for boosting attainment. And 
yet, one-to-one and small-group tutoring remain out of reach for many due to their high cost. 
At Get Further, we ensure that a student's background is never a barrier to accessing 
the high-quality, targeted support they need to succeed. 

Over the last few years, we have partnered with FE providers across the country to offer our 
tuition to students at no cost to them. Between September 2021 and May 2024, we...

Partnered with 

43 FE 
providers
across more than 80 campuses.

Recruited and trained almost

329 tutors
to deliver impactful sessions.

Supported

4,381 
students
resitting GCSE English or maths 
with tailored, small-group tuition.
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Our impact 2021-24

IN GCSE MATHS,
pass rates were

70% 
HIGHER

than the national average.

WE NARROWED THE 
ATTAINMENT GAP,

with pass rates for students from 
disadvantaged backgrounds just

2.5% points
behind their peers.

  NJIN GCSE ENGLISH,
pass rates were

77% 
HIGHER 

than the national average.

WE CLOSED THE  
ATTAINMENT GAP,

with pass rates for students from 
disadvantaged backgrounds

1.6% points
higher than for their peers.

Over the last three years, we have secured positive outcomes for our college partners and the 
GCSE resit students we support together. For students who attended a term or more of tuition 
between September 2021 and May 2024:

Across our GCSE Resit Tuition Programmes, 
students made nearly

5 times
AS MUCH PROGRESS

as the national average.
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Narrowing the 
attainment gap
The attainment gap for disadvantaged students is stark - by the end of Year 11, they are, 
on average, 19.2 months behind their wealthier peers and over half leave school without a 
standard pass in GCSE English and maths. This gap persists in 16-19 education, with young 
people from disadvantaged backgrounds less likely than their peers to pass their resits.1

Our impact data demonstrates that our programmes succeed in narrowing the 
attainment gap:

1 Attainment gap figures (10.7 percentage points for GCSE maths and 13.4 percentage points for GCSE English) obtained 
from the Department for Education, A-level and other 16 to 18 results (2021-2024)

Nationally, GCSE maths pass rates 
for students from disadvantaged 
backgrounds are 10.7ppts lower than 
for their more advantaged peers.

Nationally, GCSE English pass rates 
for students from disadvantaged 
backgrounds are 13.4ppts lower 
than for their more advantaged peers.

In GCSE maths, we have substantially 
narrowed the attainment gap. Pass 
rates for students from disadvantaged 
backgrounds are just 2.5ppts behind 
their peers.

In GCSE English, we have closed 
the attainment gap. Pass rates 
for students from disadvantaged 
backgrounds are 1.6ppts higher 
than their peers.

GCSE 
MATHS

GCSE 
ENGLISH

15ppts 10ppts 5ppts 0ppts -5ppts
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Boosting pass rates
A pass in GCSE English or maths isn't just a grade - it's a gateway to further study, better 
job opportunities, and a brighter future. Our impact data shows that our programmes are 
transformative in helping students secure these vital qualifications, setting them up for long-term 
success.

Between September 2021 and May 2024, pass rates for students who attended a term or more 
of tuition were substantially higher than the national average:
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For GCSE maths, pass rates were 
69.7% higher than the national 
average.

While pass rates for students 
meeting one or more disadvantage 
criteria were slightly below the 
programme-wide average, they 
still exceeded the national GCSE 
maths resit average by 63.4%, 
substantially narrowing the 
attainment gap.

GCSE maths

Students 
who met 

disadvantage 
criteria

For GCSE English, pass rates were 
76.5% higher than the national 
average.

Pass rates for students who 
met one or more disadvantage 
criteria exceeded the programme-
wide average, and were 79.8% 
higher than the national 
average, completely closing the 
attainment gap.
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Accelerating progress
Our programmes are designed to support students who have fallen behind at school to rebuild 
their confidence and bridge the gaps in knowledge holding them back. Our impact data 
highlights the significant difference this support makes, enabling students to make meaningful 
progress towards their goals.

Between September 2021 and May 2024, students who attended a term or more of tuition 
made substantially more progress than the national average:
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In GCSE maths, students made 
an average of +0.38 grades of 
progress. 

This is 4.8 times as much as the 
national average.

GCSE maths

In GCSE English, students made 
an average of +0.63 grades of 
progress. 

This is 4.8 times as much as the 
national average.
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For now, I'm just going 
to enjoy this feeling of 
realising that I was never 
actually bad at maths. 
Then I'm going to look 
at career options.

- Elizabeth, GCSE maths

My tutor helped me with 
new strategies to use 
and made me feel more 
confident in the exam. 
Now, I'm planning to do 
an apprenticeship.

- Ashonte, GCSE English

I feel so proud of what I've 
accomplished. My plan 
now is to do an access to 
higher education course 
and after that I want to 
go to university.

Thanks to this 
catered help I’ve got 
the grade I needed 
to progress into 
training to be an 
electrician.

- Jamie, GCSE maths

My tutor was so kind and 
supportive and didn't give 
up on me. I am now joining 
the NHS as a mental health 
support provider.

- Erin, GCSE English

My tutor reminded me 
that it is better to make 
mistakes than be afraid 
to make them. With 
this grade, I will go 
onto a level 3 course in 
Aviation. 

- Naysa, GCSE maths

Unlocking opportunities
Every student who passes their GCSE English or maths with the support of our fantastic tutors 
unlocks new opportunities. Below are just some of the many messages our team received on 
GCSE results day in summer 2024 - a powerful reminder of how transformative tailored tuition 
can be. 
 
Our vision is for every young person and adult to achieve the gateway qualifications they need 
to thrive in education, work, and life. If you’d like to help make this vision a reality - whether 
as a tutor, college partner, financial contributor, or member of our central team - please visit 
getfurther.org.uk/getinvolved.

- Farzana, GCSE English
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