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GCSE Resit Research Trial 

Information Leaflet for Parents / Carers 

Trial Title: 
Get Further English and Maths GCSE Resit Tuition Programme 
Evaluation  

Investigator(s): 
Dr. Rebecca Morris; Dr. Tom Perry; Dr. Katie Crompton; Dr. Paul 
Thompson (University of Birmingham); Dr. Ellie Willard (Leeds 
Beckett University) 

 
Introduction 
 
Your child has been invited to take part in a research trial. You may like to know why the 
research is being done and what it would involve for your child. Please take the time to read 
the following information carefully. Your child may wish to talk to you about being involved. 
Please ask us if there is anything that is not clear or if you would like more information.  
 
Who is organising and funding the trial? 
 
This trial has been jointly organised by the University of Warwick and Get Further, who 
provide tutoring for GCSE resit students. It has been funded by the Education Endowment 
Foundation (EEF).  
 
What is the trial about? 
 
The trial hopes to find out more about the tutoring provided by Get Further. We would like to 
know how effective the tutoring is for helping GCSE resit students pass Maths or English, 
and understand more about how the tutoring programmes work, including the pro and cons 
of the programme. 
 
What would taking part involve? 
 

• The trial starts in September 2025, and runs until May 2026.  
• All participating students will be required to attend their regular Maths or English class 

as normal. 

• For half of the participants (known as the intervention group), they will also attend a 
Get Further tutoring session once a week, for the whole academic year. These 
sessions last one hour and take place during college time. Students will be randomly 
allocated to either the intervention group or the control group. 

• All students will complete a 5-10 minute online survey in September 2025 and 
another in April / May 2026. They will be asked how they feel about Maths or English, 
and learning in general. All responses will be confidential. For each statement they 
will need to select a box which is true for them. An example is: 
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 I enjoy learning maths / English 
 

Strongly 
disagree  

Disagree Neither agree 
nor disagree  

Agree  Strongly agree  

 

• If they attend the Get Further tutoring, they may also be asked if they would like to 
take part in a small group discussion, with other students, during the summer term 
(2026). This is to give them a chance to share opinions about the tutoring. It is 
completely voluntary and they can still take part in the study even if they choose not to 
share their opinions of the tutoring. All responses will be anonymous.  

• There may be one or two tutoring sessions which are observed by one of the 
researchers from the evaluation team. In these sessions we are interested in observing 
the tutoring and won’t be assessing students in any way. 

• If your child decides to take part in a short group discussion, these will be audio 
recorded. The recordings will then be transcribed and then the audio recordings will 
be deleted. 
 

Do they have to take part? 
 
No. Participation in this study is completely voluntary and choosing not to take part will not 
affect them or their normal college experience in any way. Students can also choose to 
withdraw their participation without giving a reason, by contacting one of the research team. 
Further details about withdrawing from the study are provided below.  
 
What are the possible benefits of taking part in this study? 
 
If your child decides to take part in this study, they could benefit from a free tutoring 
programme, which has been running for a number of years and has previously helped many 
GCSE resit students pass their Maths or English GCSE resit. They will also be helping us 
understand more about if and how the tutoring programme works, and how we could adapt or 
improve it for future resit students. 

 
What are the possible disadvantages, side effects or risks, of taking part in this 
study? 
 
There is a 50% chance that, even if they would like to complete the tutoring programme, 
they will not get randomly allocated to the tutoring group.  
 
Expenses and payments 
 
Your child will have the chance to win a £50 Amazon voucher if they complete the trial. 
There are three vouchers per college, available to win. 
  
 
Will taking part be kept confidential? 
 

 
Your child’s college and the University of Warwick will have a list of all students who are 
taking part. If your child is allocated to the intervention group, their name, contact details, 
student reference number, GSCE grade and attendance data will be passed on to Get 
Further to facilitate tuition and allow Get Further to do their own, usual evaluations. Other 
than this, the information shared with us, about students, is confidential and will not be 
shared with anyone outside of the research team, until it has been analysed and made 
anonymous. If however, a student was to disclose that they, and/or others, may be at risk of 
harm, there is a duty of care to report this to the relevant authorities. 
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We will collect information from your child by asking them to complete a short, 5 minute, 
online survey. They will do this once in September 2025 and again in May 2026. The 
information we collect will help us find out about the effectiveness of the Get Further tutoring 
programme.   
 
Once we collect data from your child, we will use their “Unique Learning Number” (ULN)  to 
protect their identity. The ULN linking to their name and other personal details will be stored 
separately to the research data. 
 
We will collect GCSE maths / English grades from the May 2025 exam and May 2026 resit 
exam. These data will be securely transferred by colleges to the University of Warwick 
research team. Through the National Pupil Database, Warwick will also have access to 
participants gender and Free School Meal eligibility.  Data will be stored securely on our 
University software system for the duration of the project, and only members of the research 
team will have access to this.  
 
We will collect some personal information from participants including first names, last 
names, dates of birth and ULN. If your child is randomised to receive the tuition we will pass 
on their name and contact details to Get Further so they can deliver the tuition programme. 
Get Further may also require additional details from them in order to arrange and monitor 
tuition sessions. Some of this data will be securely shared with the Department for Education 
(DfE) so that it can be linked to the National Pupil Database for accessing other student 
data, which will be done using the Office for National Statistics’ (ONS) Secure Research 
Service (SRS). 
 
Some direct quotes may be used in the research report, however every effort will be made to 
ensure identities remain anonymous, by omitting or changing any identifiable information. 

 
What will happen to the data collected about them? 
 
As a publicly-funded organisation, the University of Warwick have to ensure that it is in the 
public interest when we use personally-identifiable information from people who have agreed 
to take part in research. This means that when someone agrees to take part in a research 
trial, such as this, we will use their data in the ways needed to conduct and analyse the 
research study. 
 
We will be using information from participants in order to undertake this trial and will act as 
the data controller for this study. We are committed to protecting the rights of individuals in 
line with data protection legislation. The University of Warwick will keep identifiable 
information about participants until July 2035.  

Data from questionnaires, surveys, interviews or focus groups will be pseudonymised as 
quickly as possible after data collection. This means all direct and indirect identifiers will be 
removed from the research data and will be replaced with a participant number. The key to 
identification will be stored separately and securely to the research data to safeguard 
participants’ identity. Once data collection is complete in July 2026, it will not be possible to 
withdraw data.  

 

Data Sharing 
 
If your child is allocated to the intervention group, their name, contact details, student 
reference number, GSCE grade and attendance data will be passed on to Get Further to 
facilitate tuition and allow Get Further to do their own, usual evaluations. Once analysed, the 
data will be shared with the EEF, who are funding the trial. Data processing and sharing 
agreements have been pre-approved by the University. 
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Your child’s rights to access, change or move information are limited, as we need to manage 
information in specific ways in order for the research to be reliable and accurate. The 
University of Warwick has in place policies and procedures to keep data safe.  
 
This data may also be used for future research, including impact activities following review 
and approval by an independent Research Ethics Committee and subject to consent at the 
outset of this research project.  
 
For further information, please refer to the University of Warwick Research Privacy Notice 
which is available here: 
https://warwick.ac.uk/services/idc/dataprotection/privacynotices/researchprivacynotice or by 
contacting the Legal and Compliance Team at infocompliance@warwick.ac.uk.  
 
What will happen if your child doesn’t want to carry on being part of the study? 
 
Participation is entirely voluntary, and if someone decides to withdraw participation from the 
study without giving a reason, this will not affect them in any way. They can contact any 
member of the research team to withdraw participation or can let their college or Get Further 
tutor know, and they will pass this information on to us.  
 
Please note withdrawing participation is separate to withdrawing data that has already been 
collected during the study. If they choose to stop participating, they will be asked if we can 
keep their data we have collected so far, or if they would like us to remove and delete it. This 
is their choice. Once data collection is complete (July 2026) and analysis of the data has begun 
it will no longer be possible for your child to withdraw their data. 
 
To safeguard their rights, we will use the minimum personally-identifiable information 

possible and keep the data secure in line with the University’s Information and Data 

Compliance policies.  

What will happen to the results of the study? 
 

The results of this trial will be written up into a report for the EEF and published on their 
website. The data will be archived by the EEF which will be open to the research community 
for future analysis. 
 
Who has reviewed the study? 
This study has been reviewed and given favourable opinion by the University of Warwick’s 
Humanities and Social Science Research Ethics Committee (HSSREC): 132/24-25 
 
Who should I contact if I want further information? 
If you would like further information you should contact Dr. Katie Crompton by email: 
Katie.crompton@warwick.ac.uk 
 
Who should I contact if I wish to make a complaint? 
 
Any complaint about the way your child has been dealt with during the trial or any possible 
harm they might have suffered will be addressed.  Please address your complaint to the 
person below, who is a senior University of Warwick official entirely independent of this 
study: 
 

Head of Research Governance 

Research & Impact Services 

University House 

University of Warwick 

https://warwick.ac.uk/services/idc/dataprotection/privacynotices/researchprivacynotice
mailto:infocompliance@warwick.ac.uk
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Coventry 

CV4 8UW 

Email: researchgovernance@warwick.ac.uk  
Tel: 02476 575733 
 
If you wish to raise a complaint on how we have handled their personal data, you can 
contact our Data Protection Officer who will investigate the matter: DPO@warwick.ac.uk.  

 
If you are not satisfied with our response or believe we are processing their personal data in 
a way that is not lawful you can complain to the Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO). 

 
Thank you for taking the time to read this Participant Information Leaflet 

mailto:researchgovernance@warwick.ac.uk

